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About PFLAG Dayton 
 

Meetings: Second Tuesday of each month 

 Social time -- 7:00 p.m.  

 Meeting and support -- 7:30 p.m. 
 

Location: Cross Creek Community Church 

 667 Miamisburg-Centerville Rd. 
 

Each meeting offers both a program and a 

support group. PFLAG maintains a policy of 

confidentiality. We strive to create a safe and 

welcoming environment for all who attend. 
 

 

Paragraphs from the Prez . . . 
 

This year has been a mixed bag for achieving equality for LGBT 

individuals, couples and families. The big win was the last minute 

repeal of Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell (DADT) by Congress and the 

signing into law of the repeal by President Obama. Dayton PFLAG 

board member Dan Tepfer represented all PFLAGers at the signing, 

and you can read about his experience on page 2. 
 

Prop 8 in California was struck down by US District Judge Vaughn 

Walker. The next step will be the ruling of the 9th US Circuit Court 

of Appeals. If that court upholds Prop 8, equality proponents will 

appeal to the United States Supreme Court. There are rumors that if 

the Appeals Court agrees with Judge Walker’s striking down of Prop 

8, the anti-gay marriage side will not appeal to the Supreme Court. 

Same-gender marriage would again be legal in California, but 

marriage equality would not become the law of the land as a positive 

Supreme Court decision would mandate. Is it possible that marriage 

opponents fear losing a Supreme Court decision? If not Prop 8, then 

some other marriage issue will wend its way to the Supreme Court. 

Eventually we will have a federal marriage ruling. 
 

Ohio remains one of the worst states in the country for LGBT rights. 

Although the Equal Housing and Employment Act passed the Ohio 

House in 2009, the final 2010 term expired with no action in the 

Senate. While this was very disheartening, we are encouraged by the 

House vote. Even in Ohio, attitudes are changing in our direction. 
 

So what happens next? The repeal of DADT will raise many issues 

that must be dealt with in the future. While gay partners of service 

members will receive no military benefits (unmarried partners of 

straight service members do not either), service members who marry 

in states or countries where marriage is legal will petition for spousal 

benefits. As the military wrestles with those issues, there will be 

ramifications for the country as a whole. 
 

In Ohio, the new legislature will not be particularly LGBT-friendly, 

but statewide attitude change will continue. There will be another 

Equality Ohio Lobby Day on May 18th. It is imperative that those 

changing attitudes be demonstrated that day. Lawmakers need to 

know that LGBT people are joined by their parents, other family 

members, friends, neighbors, co-workers and straight allies in 

demanding equal rights. Put Lobby Day on your calendar now.  
 

Happy New Year and let’s get to work! 
 

 
Nancy Tepfer, President  

PFLAG Dayton   
 

 

Calendar 
 

January  
 

1 Happy New Year 
 

11 PFLAG Monthly Meeting. 7:00: Social  

Time. 7:30: Meeting and Support. Program:  

David Morse offering a legal update. 
 

February 
 

8 PFLAG Monthly Meeting. 7:00: Social  

Time. 7:30: Meeting and Support. Program: 

Karen Morgan, General Electric LGBT 

Alliance, on "Corporate LGBT Inclusion 101" 
 

March 
 

8 PFLAG Monthly Meeting. 7:00: Social  

Time. 7:30: Meeting and Support. Program: 

Officer Wendy Stiver, 5th District, Dayton 

Police Dept., on improving the understanding 

of LGBT issues both within the department 

and the community. 
 

Looking Ahead 
 

April 9:  PFLAG State Meeting in Akron. 

Keynote speaker: National PFLAG President 

Rabbi David Horowitz. All Ohio PFLAG 

members are welcome to attend 
 

May18:  Equality Ohio Lobby Day in 

Columbus. Speak with your lawmakers. 
 

When you no longer need PFLAG 

Dayton, PFLAG Dayton needs you! 

http://www.pflagdayton.org/
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Colonel Dan Tepfer, USAF (ret.), 

Witnessed Signing of DADT Repeal 
 

The signing of the Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell repeal was 

scheduled for Wednesday morning, December 22. Dan 

Tepfer, past Dayton PFLAG president and current 

Membership Chair, was elated about the repeal and 

planned to watch the signing on television while he, his 

wife and daughter prepared for their annual trip to spend 

Christmas with family in Maryland. 
 

Dan did not watch the event on TV. He was present that 

Wed. morning in the Dept. of the Interior auditorium to 

watch as President Obama signed the bill repealing 

DADT. The previous Monday evening, December 20, 

Dan had received a call from PFLAG National Executive 

Director Jody Huckaby expressing the staff and the 

Board of Directors’ wish to have Dan, a retired career 

Air Force officer, represent PFLAG at the signing. 
 

That call set off a flurry of activity. The first step was 

contacting the White House with ID information, 

followed by arranging for a flight the next afternoon 

while PFLAG reserved a hotel room. A new suit seemed 

appropriate for such a momentous occasion so some 

frantic shopping took place as well. 
 

At 7:00 a.m. on Wednesday, December 22, Dan was in 

line outside the Dept. of Interior. While waiting, he 

recognized several of the major participants in the battle 

for repeal: former Army Lt. Dan Choi, who had outed 

himself on the Rachel Maddow Show; Aubrey Sarvis, 

Executive Director of the Servicemembers Legal 

Defense Network; retired Army Colonel Grethe 

Cammermeyer, the subject of the book and movie 

Serving in Silence. 
 

 
Dan Tepfer with former 

Cadet Katherine Miller 

Throughout the morning Dan 

chatted with other Ohioans 

present -- Lt. Col. Victor 

Fehrenbach from Huber 

Heights, the decorated AF pilot 

awaiting DADT separation; 

former AF Major Michael Almy 

from Miamisburg who was 

separated under DADT; and 

former West Point Cadet  

Katherine Miller from Findlay who, with respect for the 

honors code, had resigned rather than lie. Miller hopes to 

return to West Point, Fehrenbach hopes to remain on 

active duty, and Almy hopes to return to service.  
 

During President Obama’s moving statement, he singled 

out those who were most instrumental in the repeal  

 

 

victory -- Rep. Murphy and Speaker Nancy Pelosi from the 

House, Senators Joseph Lieberman and Republican Susan 

Collins who introduced the bill in the Senate, and. Admiral 

Mike Mullen, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. Adm. 

Mullen is credited with changing the tone of the discussion 

by speaking eloquently that DADT was in conflict with the 

codes of military integrity. 
 

 
Sgt. Eric Alva 

 
Major Michael Almy, Lt. Col. Victor Fehrenbach, 

Col. Grethe Cammermeyer 
 

The President emphasized that there have been gays 

serving in every conflict since the American Revolution. 

He introduced retired Marine Sgt. Eric Alva, who lost a leg 

as the first casualty of the Iraq War. He told the story of 

Private Lloyd Corwin whose life was saved at the Battle of 

the Bulge by a fellow soldier. Corwin learned 40 years later 

that the young man who saved his life was gay. Corwin’s 

son attended the signing.  
 

The President concluded his remarks with, “We are a 

nation that welcomes the service of every patriot. We are a 

nation that believes that all men and women are created 

equal. Those are the ideals that generations have fought for. 

Those are the ideals that we uphold today. And now, it is 

my honor to sign this bill into law.” 
 

As the President sat down and reached for the first pen, 

there were tears on many cheeks, including Tepfer’s. Dan 

characterized that morning as one of the most emotional 

times in his life. He said, “Although there are still steps to 

be taken by the Pentagon before the repeal is instituted, the 

first step was taken today. Men and women, who happen to 

be gay, will now be able to serve openly and without fear.” 
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Scholarship Application Time Nears 
 

There are many scholarships available for LGBT students 

and their straight allies, and the application process will 

begin soon. Check out the following options. 
 

PFLAG Dayton Scholarships 
 

Again this year, PFLAG Dayton will award two $2000 

scholarships, one to an LGBT student and one to a straight 

ally. Students may be enrolled in any accredited post-

secondary institution, including community colleges and 

career training facilities. Applicants must either reside or 

attend school in the greater Miami Valley.  
 

Application information will be mailed to area high 

schools and colleges later in January, and the applications 

will be available on the PFLAG Dayton website at the 

same time -- www.pflagdayton.org.  
  

The deadline for submission will be April 16th, and the 

scholarships will be awarded at the June PFLAG meeting. 
 

Greater Dayton LGBT Center Scholarship 
 

The “Center” is offering a $1000 scholarship for an LGBT 

student. They have asked the PFLAG Dayton Scholarship 

Committee to administer the scholarship so the application 

process and requirements are the same as for the PFLAG 

LGBT scholarship. Applicants will be able to complete a 

single application and be eligible for both scholarships. 

The Center scholarship will also be awarded at the June 

PFLAG meeting. 
 

PFLAG National Scholarships 
 

The national PFLAG organization annually awards several 

scholarships to graduating high school seniors. While not 

yet available, watch the PFLAG national website for 

application information -- www.pflag.org.  
 

Other Scholarships Available Nationally 
 

To locate other LGBT and ally scholarships, check out:  

http://www.scc.net/~t-bonham/EDLINKS.HTM. 

č  Ups & Downs in the News  Ď 
 

č   NC Council of Churches Selects  

Gay Man for President 
 

The North Carolina Council of Churches is breaking 

ground by electing an openly gay minister as its incoming 

president. The statewide organization has selected retired 

IBM sales executive Stan Kimer, a member of the 

Metropolitan Community Churches, a denomination 

mainly for gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender people.  

 

Ď     MA Senator Faces Backlash 
 

Moderate Massachusetts Senator Scott Brown (R) could 

face a primary challenge in his bid to retain his seat, 

according to conservative activists. Some tea party 

groups and social conservatives are upset with Brown's 

votes on issues such as the repeal of "Don't ask, Don't 

tell," as reported by the Boston Globe. 

 

č  HHS Includes Gay Health Issues 
 

Healthy People 2020, the Health and Human Services 

federal blueprint for building a healthier nation, for the 

first time ever prioritizes LGBT health, social 

determinants of health, and access to health services.  By 

targeting and addressing the health problems of the 

LGBT community, HHS is raising awareness and 

allowing for easier identification and eradication. 
 

Ď    Lesbian Soccer Coach Resigns 
 

Lisa Howe, Belmont University (Nashville) women’s 

soccer coach, resigned after she disclosed to her team that 

she was a lesbian and was starting a family with her 

partner. Although neither side has commented publically 

about reasons for the resignation, the nondenominational 

Christian school’s “don’t ask, don’t tell” approach to 

LGBT issues has stirred huge debate both within the 

university and the broader Nashville community.   
 

  

http://www.pflagdayton.org/
http://www.pflag.org/
http://www.scc.net/~t-bonham/EDLINKS.HTM
http://www.wtkr.com/topic/us/north-carolina-PLGEO100100900000000.topic
http://www.wtkr.com/topic/economy-business-finance/ibm-ORCRP008000.topic
http://www.healthypeople.gov/hp2020/


Volume 11, Issue 1 January - February 2011 
 

Page 4 

 

 

  

OFFICERS: 
 

President 

      Nancy Tepfer 
 

President-Elect 

      Lynn Sellers 
 

Secretary 

      Teresa Blodgett 
 

Treasurer 

      Judy Dryer 
 

  Past President 

        Jan Couchman 

BOARD MEMBERS: 
 

Membership - Dan Tepfer 

Newsletter Editor - Nancy Tepfer 

Programs - Mary Kirkendall  

Safe Schools - Kim Peters 

Scholarship - Jan Runkle 

Speakers Bureau - Fred Moore 

Support - Gene Evans 

Youth First Liaison - Jillian Tegtmeyer 
 

NON-BOARD CHAIRS: 
 

Hospitality - Margo Chadwick 

Transgender - Jay Moore 

PFLAG MISSION STATEMENT: 
 

Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and 

Gays (PFLAG) promotes the health and well-

being of gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender 

persons, their families and friends through: 
 

 ADVOCACY: to end discrimination and 

secure equal civil rights. 
 

 EDUCATION: to enlighten an ill-informed 

public. 
 

 SUPPORT: to cope with an adverse society. 

PFLAG-Dayton is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization and is not affiliated with any religious or political group. 

All donations are tax-deductible. 
 

 

PFLAG Dayton 20 11  

Membership Application  
 

Name _____________________________  

Address ___________________________  

__________________________________  

Phone  _____________________________  

Email  _____________________________  

You will receive the PFLAG Dayton newsletter 

electronically. If you desire to have a paper 

version mailed to you, check this box   Ä 
 

Mail Membersh ip Application/Dues to:  

PFLAG Dayton 

P.O. Box 3721 

Dayton, OH 45401 -3721 

All Donations are Tax Deductible  

Membership Levels  
 

Ä Individual    $30  

Ä Household   $40  

 Ä Student/ Special  

  Circumstances  $15 
Please consider making an 

additional tax deductible  donation 

Leadership Support  

(Includes Membership)  

Ä Bronze $100  

Ä Silver  $250  

Ä Gold $500  

Ä Lifetime  $1000  

Ä Over The Rainbow $1000+  

 


