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About PFLAG Dayton 
 

Meetings: Second Tuesday of each month 

 Social time -- 7:00 p.m.  

 Meeting and support -- 7:30 p.m. 

 

Location: Cross Creek Community Church 

 667 Miamisburg-Centerville Rd. 
 

Each meeting offers both a program and a 

support group. PFLAG maintains a policy of 

confidentiality. We strive to create a safe and 

welcoming environment for all who attend. 

 

Paragraphs from the Prez . . .  
 

 

 

2008 started off with a bang for the Dayton Chapter of PFLAG.  Our 

board met in January to plan the yearôs activities and set our goals.  

We have several areas of interest, but our main goal for 2008 is 

visibility.  
 

We are always surprised when we hear someone say they didnôt know 

about PFLAG or about the Dayton Chapter.  In 2008, we are going to 

concentrate on getting the PFLAG name out there in the Miami 

Valley.  We hope to accomplish this through an active billboard 

campaign, our speakerôs bureau, the Safe Schools/Safe Space 

program, and exciting monthly programming for our meetings.  
 

Dayton PFLAG, in conjunction with Diversity Dayton, sponsored a 

billboard near the Dayton Mall in January.  We have committed to 

another billboard in June as part of PRIDE month, and our goal is to 

sponsor four more billboards with Diversity Dayton throughout the 

Dayton area in 2008.  The message will continue to be ñSomeone you 

know and love is gay.ò   
 

Our speakerôs bureau has already received numerous requests for 

speakers, panels and information tables at businesses, churches, and 

diversity fairs.  If your organization needs any of the above regarding 

LGBT issues, please contact Fred Moore at djagff@aol.com, and he 

will be happy to schedule PFLAG participants for you.   
 

Our Safe Schools/Safe Space committee has made great progress in 

program development and has made several presentations at area 

schools.  In 2008 the SS/SS committee will begin work with the 

Dayton Public School system.  We are excited for the opportunity to 

work with the DPS. 
 

In February, Dayton PFLAG sponsored two showings of the movie 

ñFor the Bible Tells Me Soò in conjunction with the Miami Valley 

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship and Cross Creek Community 

Church.  The showings of this film were made possible by Equality 

Ohio.  The movies were very well attended and sparked much 

discussion regarding the filmôs information.  The PFLAG Dayton 

board is considering making this film available to faith communities 

and other interested groups.  If a group you belong to would be 

interested, email daytonpflag@yahoo.com. 
 

We believe 2008 will be an exciting year for the Dayton Chapter of 

PFLAG!  Please join us at our many activities. 

 
Jan Couchman 

President, PFLAG Dayton 

 

 

Calendar 
 

March 
 

11 PFLAG Monthly Meeting 
 Social time - 7:00 p.m., Meeting and 

support - 7:30.  Program:  David Morse, 

local attorney, on ñBreaking Up is Hard to 

Doò -- legal issues when GLBT relation-

ships end.  
  

April  
 

14 PFLAG Monthly Meeting 

 Social time - 7:00 p.m., Meeting and 

support - 7:30.  Program:  ñWhat Has 

National PFLAG Done for Us Lately?ò 

Kim Peters, Jan Couchman, Dan and 

Nancy Tepfer explain the relationship 

between the national organization and the 

local chapter. 
 

19 PFLAG State Meeting in Warren, OH . 

Hosted by the Youngstown PFLAG 

chapter, program participants will include 

national PFLAG staff and representatives 

from state organizations. More content 

and registration information to come later. 
 

Looking Ahead 
 

May  
 

14 Equality Ohio Lobby Day in Columbus.  
 

October 
 

4 When the Stars Come Out 
 

http://www.pflagdayton.org/
mailto:djagff@aol.com
mailto:daytonpflag@yahoo.com
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Introducing the PFLAG Dayton Board of Directors 
Meet Two New Members for 2008 

 

Mary Gillespie 

President-Elect 
 

Mary graduated from the Columbus College of Art & 

Design with a B.F.A. in Advertising Design, plus she 

took 2 years of marketing courses at The Ohio State 

University. After spending 13 years as a graphic design 

consultant with her own company, ñGillespie Design,ò it 

was time for a career change into real estate. Mary has 

been a Realtor with Woodbourne Real Estate, Inc. since 

obtaining her license in 1997. 
  

Combining career and family goals has always been a 

delightful challenge. Mary is a proud PFLAG mom of 4 

children, ranging in ages from 20 to 6 years. Her oldest 

son Noah was a PFLAG scholarship winner in 2006. 

Her daughters, Kimmie, (16), Lillie, (8), and Elizabeth, 

(6), are active participants in PFLAG events. Mary 

states, ñWe are definitely a family that supports each 

other immensely.ò 
 

Mary continues, ñPFLAG entered our lives a year after 

Noah came out, and we have been active in it ever since. 

I only wish we had found PLFAG sooner. As 

ñreligiousityò clashed with ñreality,ò we found our 

family being torn apart. Noah was kicked out of our 

fundamentalist church at the time, which made it 

impossible for his sister and me to continue being 

involved with a place that had no use for GLBT people. 

We were lost. The folks at PFLAG welcomed us with 

open arms and without judgment. The love and 

understanding we felt were exactly what we needed. It 

has been a long journey, but sometimes it takes a 

personal experience to develop compassion for what one 

did not understand previously. óWhen the student is 

ready, the teacher appearsô is an apt statement. Standing 

by my son was the best choice I could ever have made. I 

knew it then, and I know it now.ò 
 

Mary served PFLAG for two years as hospitality chair 

and is looking forward to this year as President-Elect, 

and then President in ô09. Mary says, ñI have much to 

learn and I admit it is intimidating. But I have never 

been one to just stay in my comfort zone; life is more 

fun when you get out there and stir things up a bit! I 

have already learned so much about compassion,  

courage, and social justice work from the past and present 

PFLAG leadership. They are all remarkable individuals.  

This organization has been a lifeline to me and to Noah, and 

my desire to give back to it cannot be overstated. My goal is 

to reach out to others, especially parents who are going 

through what we went through. The Dayton PFLAG chapter 

is looked up to throughout the state of Ohio, and I am 

humbly honored to be a part of it.ò 

 

Fred Moore 

Speakersô Bureau 
 

Fredôs job is the Speakersô Bureau Chair which entails 

coordinating requests for LGBT speakers and panel 

participants along with participation at diversity events and 

other public functions. Getting the word out is important to 

him. About 2 years ago while checking out the booths at the 

Pride Festival in Columbus, he came upon one that had a 

board full of young peopleôs pictures. When Fred read the 

heading caption, ñThe Faces of Suicide,ò and saw young 

people who had killed themselves because of their sexual 

orientation, he couldnôt believe this and thought, ñThis is 

totally UNACCEPTABLE! Ah Ha -- here comes PFLAG. 

No one, let alone a young person, should ever feel alone or 

that no one cares. I have never seen more care, compassion 

and love than that exhibited at the PFLAG organization.ò 
 

Fred has one daughter who is the ñBEST Kid hands downò, 

and she has two kids of her own. Ashleigh is counting down 

the days until she drives, and Zack, the 8 year old, can eat, 

breath and live baseball. Fred said, ñI couldnôt have drawn a 

blueprint and come up with anything close to how great they 

are.ò 
 

In April 2008, Fred will have 32 years at his job as a custom 

press operator. His company just recently changed hands and 

is now Avery Dennison. He works in printing and bar coding. 
 

When at home, Fred loves music, and his taste runs from 

Cher to Ten Tenors to Kenny G. He can usually find 

something in every music style that he enjoys. In addition to 

the music, Fred enjoys dancing very much. According to 

Fred, ñIt is an excellent form of exercise and a great way to 

interact with others. I know when doing When the Stars 

Come Out last October, I met so many great people. I would 

highly recommend it to anyone and everyone.ò 
 

When you no longer need PFLAG, PFLAG needs you 
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Oxnard Shooting Called a Hate Crime 
14-year-old is charged in shooting of Oxnard classmate 

 

Excerpted from an article by Catherine Saillant and Amanda 

Covarrubias, Los Angeles Times Staff Writers, February 15, 2008  

 

Ventura County prosecutors charged a 14-year-old boy with 

the shooting death of a classmate Thursday and said the 

killing in an Oxnard classroom was a premeditated hate 

crime. Senior Deputy Dist. Atty. Maeve Fox declined to 

discuss a motive in the shooting or why prosecutors added 

the special allegation of a hate crime against Brandon 

McInerney, who was charged as an adult. 
 

But classmates of the slain boy, Lawrence King, said he 

recently had started to wear makeup and jewelry and had 

proclaimed himself gay. Several students said King and a 

group of boys, including the defendant, had a verbal 

confrontation concerning King's sexual orientation a day 

before the killing. 
 

Student Averi Laskey, 13, said she had known King since 

grammar school and liked him. She said that only in the last 

two weeks had he begun dressing in a feminine manner. 

"Even if he was different, he didn't deserve it," she said. 

 

Toasting an Oscar Win, 

Hoping for Greater Rights 
 

Excerpted from an article by Nate Schweber, New York Times, 
February 25, 2008 

 

WEST ORANGE, N.J. ð It was part Oscar party and part 

civil rights rally. 
 

More than 300 people filled a theater here to standing-

room-only capacity on Sunday evening to watch 

ñFreeheld,ò which won the Academy Award for best 

documentary short subject. The nominations and winner 

were introduced by United States servicemen and women 

shortly after 11 p.m.  
 

The 38-minute documentary chronicles the experiences of 

an Ocean County prosecutorôs investigator, Detective Lt.  
 

 

Laurel Hester, who died of lung cancer in February 

2006 at 49. She fought her illness while battling the 

Ocean County freeholders for benefits for her partner, 

Stacie Andree. Ms. Andree and the filmmaker, Cynthia 

Wade, were attending the Oscar ceremony in 

Hollywood.  
 

At dramatic moments in the documentary, including a 

scene in which Lieutenant Hester, who lived in Point 

Pleasant, appears in a wheelchair at a freeholdersô 

meeting to ask that her pension be transferred to Ms. 

Andree, sobs could be heard in the audience.  
 

In 2006, Gov. Jon S. Corzine signed legislation 

extending benefits to same-sex couples under a civil 

union law. According to Steven Goldstein, president of 

Garden State Equality, more than 2,400 couples in New 

Jersey have entered into same-sex unions, and about 

one-fourth of them have filed complaints with Garden 

State Equality over benefits. The group is an advocacy 

organization for gay, lesbian and transgender people in 

New Jersey. 
 

A cheer went up when ñFreeheldò was announced as 

the winner. Joan Hervey, 53, who appeared in the film, 

said she felt ña rush of joy,ò and David Smith, 23, 

managing director of Garden State Equality, said, ñI 

feel empowered.ò 

(ñFreeheldò was shown at the 2007 GLBT Film 

Festival at the Neon Movies in Dayton.) 

 

Still Time to Apply for  

PFLAG Dayton Scholarships 
 

Applications for PFLAG Daytonôs two scholarships 

must be postmarked no later than March 15. At the 

May Scholarship Dinner, one scholarship will be 

awarded to a GLBT student and one to a straight ally.  

Applicants may be enrolled in any accredited, post-

secondary institution. Scholarship applications and 

instructions may be downloaded from the PFLAG 

Dayton website, www.pflagdayton.org.  
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